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During the last two decades international institutions have been more involved than ever in state-building processes as the UN has expanded the scope and political involvement of its peace keeping operations (PKOs). Multilateral action became the most acknowledged instrument within the international community to respond to the dramatic realities in the developing world which emerged together or after the ending of the Cold War, dominated by the escalation of violence and the outbreak of internal wars. In this context the concept of state failure was rapidly incorporated in the international security lexicon associated with lacking attributes of statehood of a large number of developing countries. 

The expanded participation of developing countries in the new era of PKOs has posed a set of challenges for nations deeply committed to the principle of non-intervention and the defense of national sovereignty in regional and international affairs. In South America, particularly in the Southern Cone, this has been linked to major domestic political transformations in which civil-military relations have been re-shaped according to democratic institutions and renewed foreign policy priorities. The redefinition of roles for the military have been motivated more by the identification of new forms of threats than by classical defense doctrines ordered by hypothesis of inter-state conflict. All through the 90´s Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and more recently Chile have simultaneously expanded intra-regional security cooperation as well as their participation in UN peacekeeping operations. While such involvement has been connected to different motivations, in all cases they have been justified in name of the need to strengthen multilateral institutions in world politics. Longer and more complex, the UN-led operations have been expanding their responsibilities in peace processes and local political transitions assuming greater responsibilities in humanitarian assistance (repatriation, resettlement and reintegration), human rights monitoring and electoral processing. Nevertheless, the pros and cons of PKOs regarding the rebuilding of state structures, the recovery of political stability and the enhancement of democratic values are being more and more questioned within southern cone countries.

This project wishes to evaluate and compare the general results and outcomes of UN led PKOs in Haiti (MINUSTAH), Mozambique (ONUMOZ) and Angola (MONUA). Special attention will be given to the UN-led operations in Haiti (MINUSTAH). Also, it will analyze and compare the participation of South America in these missions, particularly of Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay and Chile.  

United Nations operations in Mozambique (ONUMOZ) were established by Security Council Resolution 797. Its initial mandate extended from 16 December 1992 to 31 October 1993.The mandate of ONUMOZ had four main highly interdependent components: military, political, electoral and humanitarian aspects. The fact that the country was extremely poor and lacked of state capacity to enforce all the aspects of the agreement made the mission more difficult. 

United Nations Observer Mission in Angola (MONUA) was established by Security Council Resolution 1118. From the political point of view, MONUA´s main objective was to monitor the normalization of State administration and verify the integration of UNITA elements into the local State structures. Notwithstanding the fact that MONUA´s mandate expanded and lasted more than expected, the main objectives of the Mission failed to be achieved as local insecurity and violence increased. Even though incomplete, the mission ended in February 1999 by request of the government of Angola. 

United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) was established by Security Council Resolution 1542. On 17 March 2004 a transitional government was assigned in order to lead Haiti until elections were held and the president of the Supreme Court requested international military help. To reach such goals MINUSTAH has been expected to: monitor, restructure and reform the Haitian National Police; assist the Transitional Government with Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration programmes for armed groups; assist with restoration and maintenance of the rule of law, public safety and public order in Haiti; protect United Nations personnel, facilities, installations and civilians. It is important to underline the participation of South American countries in this mission. Apart from that, the support of the OAS and CARICOM is quite visible. The Mission is expected to end by February 2006.

The aim of this project will be to focus upon post-conflict reconstruction taking into account a two-dimension comparative perspective. First, it will compare the general results of UN PKOs in Angola, Mozambique and Haiti. Second, it will compare the participation of Southern Cone countries in the three missions, with special attentions to foreign and internal factors a) the motivations in each case, and b) the impact of this kind of involvement for intra-regional security cooperation. Besides reviewing secondary sources and UN information, field research in Haiti, Mozambique and Angola will be crucial to carry forward this project. 
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